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border; in the "steady, stubborn fighting west of the Mis- 
sissippi River which is either totally ignored or, at best, cast 
into dim obscurity." 

Other chapters tell of the activities of Lane's Kansas Bri- 
gade, of the Northern expedition for the relief of the Indian 
refugees in southern Kansas and the recovery of the Indain 
Territory, and of the growing discontent and suffering among 
the seceding Indians, whom the Confederacy was unable 
either to use effectively or to provide for and control. Late 
in the war an effort was made to reorganize and strengthen 
the alliance, but nothing could be accomplished. 

Both volumes are very largely documentary, with liberal 
quotations, in the footnotes and in the text, from important 
contemporary papers taken from the files of the Indian Of- 
fice. Volume one contains, in an appendix, the Fort Smith 
Papers and the Wichita Agency Papers in full. Under the 
difficulties of the documentary method, the author has not 
altogether succeeded in imparting to her narrative much 
unified interest, but she has performed a valuable service in 
making available a great mass of material which has not 
been used by other historians. 

C. S. T. 

Voting in the Fields . A Forgotten Chapter of the Civil 
War. By Josiah Henry Benton, LL.D. ( Boston : Privately 

printed, 19 15. pp. VI, 332). 

"This book is an attempt to portray an important phase 
of the Civil War, which has passed without consideration, 
and with little notice, by the historians of that period. Its 
preparation has required an examination of the Constitu- 
tions and legislation of all the States, south as well as north, 
and of their statutes allowing soldiers to vote in the field; 
and also of the legislative proceedings which resulted in such 
legislation, or in which such legislation was attempted but 
failed". (Introduction). 

The question of voting in the field was of less importance 
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in the South than in the North, as nearly all the State con- 
stitutions adopted by the seceding states made provision for 
balloting by the soldiers. Furthermore, "there was no oc- 
casion for soldiers to vote to control the elections in any 
Southern States. After secession there was practically but 
one party in the South. There were no close states which it 
was thought might be carried by the soldiers' voting in the 
field, as was the case in the North. Soldiers' voting acts in 
the South must, therefore, all be regarded as having been 
passed solely for the purpose of preserving to the soldier 
his inalienable right to take part in the government of the 
country by voting". Four of the seceding states (Miss- 
issippi, Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas) passed no laws 
providing for field voting, either by proxy or through ballot 
boxes placed in the field. 

Various chapters relate the action taken in the different 
states, with extracts from arguments and judicial opinions 
both for and against the soldiers' voting bills. Among the 
most interesting chapters are the one on New York, where 
occurred the only instances of fraud that the author has been 
able to discover, and the chapter on Maryland, where the 
most important issues were involved in the question of field 
voting, and where the results of the soldiers' votes were de- 
cisive. The last chapter is an interesting "Review and Sum- 
mary", which shows that the soldiers' voting bills in the 
North "were uniformly supported by the Republicans and 
uniformly opposed by the Democrats", partly for purely 
partisan reasons, and in part because it was thought that 
the soldiers' votes would strengthen the Lincoln administra- 
tion. Except in Maryland, however soldiers' votes had sub- 
stantially no effect in the election", with a few unimportant 
exceptions in some other states. In Maryland, the soldiers' 
vote "caused the Constitution itself to be adopted by the 
popular vote by a majority of 475, which was wholly found 
in the soldiers' vote in the field out of the State. And this 
Constitution abolished Slavery". 

There are few by-paths in the field of Civil War history 
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as interesting and as important as the path followed by Mr. 
Benton in his painstaking investigations of this "forgotten 
chapter". 

C. S. T. 

Reconstruction in Texas. By Charles William Ramsdell, 
Ph.D. (Columbia University Studies in History, Econom- 
ics and Public Laws, Vol. XXXVI, No. iJ. (New York; 
Columbia University Press, 1910, pp. 324). 

Most of the information in this monograph was obtained 
from Government publications, contemporary newspapers, 
and various important manuscript sources, which are listed 
in the Bibliography. Among these are the Johnson Papers, 
the Reconstruction Correspondence of General Griffin and 
General Reynolds, and the voluminous files of letters writ- 
ten to the provisional Governors of the state. 

The situation in Texas throughout the war and the Recon- 
struction period was in many ways peculiar. At the out- 
break of the war for secession from the Union, the state, as 
a member of the Union, was scarcely more than fifteen 
years old. "Standing between the old South and the new 
West, partaking of the character of both, every year of 
slavery saw her drawn closer to the former; and it was in- 
evitable that she should soon find herself in the political 
current setting so strongly toward secession". Throughout 
the war there was a strong Unionist sentiment, although 
"when once the war was fairly on, most of those who had 
opposed the measures which brought it about, yielded and 
gave their support to the state and the new government". 
The military operations in the state "were never extensive 
and were confined to the border, and they therefore left no 
such reconstruction problems in their train as existed in the 
other states". Only in the problems of negro emancipation 
did the work of reconstruction bear a close resemblance to 
the task with which the older states on the seaboard were 
confronted. 

Three introductory chapters of the book treat briefly 



